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Our Mission:

To stop the cycle of domestic abuse through legal advocacy.

Why We Care:

75% of domestic violence homicides occur upon separation.

A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR | FOUNDER

Studies show that victim-survivors need real, long-term alternatives to remaining in abusive
relationships. In addition, only the availability of legal services in a county of the shelter resident was
found to reduce a victim-survivor’s likelihood of abuse.

For the past ten years, Domestic Abuse Legal Advocacy Center, PSC
(DALAC), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit law firm, has shone our inner light on others during their times of
darkness while they were fleeing an abusive relationship.

Our light shone when our clients’ light was dim.
Our light shone when hope seemed faint.

Our light shone when the stars seemed to have disappeared from the night sky.

Our clients’ needs are what matters to us as we practice through a trauma-informed lens. We see our
clients. We hear our clients. We focus on providing them what they need, rather than telling them
what we believe they need. We do this by focusing holistically on our clients’ needs. We show up
for our clients how they need us to show up for them. Non-judgmental. Compassionate. Victim and
Survivor Focused. Culturally Aware. Sensitive. Dedicated. Empathetic. Safety-Conscious. Affirming.
Trusting. Accepting. We empower our clients through providing them legal knowledge and their legal
options.
In times of darkness, Be The Light From Within.

Join us in our transformational work to ensure that survivors and their children have access to extended
legal services that co-create a new life of safety and empowerment.

We cannot do this work
without your financial support.

In deepest gratitude,

T M. guyle

Evon M. Spangler, esq.!, Board Chair | Founder
Trauma Informed Advocacy in Legal Systems Certification

'The time | spend working with DALAC is 100% pro bono and uncompensated.
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Trauma-Informed
Legal Advocacy

DALAC is centered

on the needs of our
clients, volunteer/staff
attorneys and shelter
advocates.
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We prohibit children from being
present during meetings between
the client and the attorney.

This policy is based on research showing the
impact of trauma on a child’s development.

We are dedicated to ensuring the
mental well-being of our attorneys
and the shelters’ advocates.

It is not uncommon for those of us who work
in this area to be impacted by the trauma,
known as secondary or vicarious trauma, of
those we serve.

We offer several opportunities to our attorneys,
including an Employee Assistance Program
that offers no cost therapy services and other
resources.

We stay abreast of the

science of trauma.

Our trainings focus on the science of trauma,
and we set policies and procedures that follows
research on the effects of trauma. In our law
and literature series, a few of the books we
focus on, which we highly recommend you
read are:

WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU?
by Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D. and
Oprah Winfrey

THE BODY KEEPS THE SCORE
by Bessel van der Kolk, M.D.

MY GRANDMOTHER'S HANDS
by Resmaa Menakem, MSW, LICSW, SEP



WE OFFER OUR CLIENT SERVICES:
SERVICES TO Our client services are limited to

representing  individuals who are

O U R C I_I E N TS I N 5 referred to DALAC from shelters that our
: organization collaborates with here in

p RI MARY WAYS Minnesota. Due to capacity issues, we do
not accept any referrals from the general

1 public or from shelters that we do not
have a collaborating relationship.

The shelters that we collaborate with
2 are confidential due to the safety of our
clients. If you know which shelters our

organization collaborates with, please

keep that information confidential to

protect the continued safety of our clients
3 and other residents at the shelters.
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P re‘VQ ntl n g The majority of -children who
Child Abuse

also themselves

It is common for mistreated.
intimate partner ‘
violence Adults burdened by Adverse Childhood
perpetrators Experiences (ACEs) as the result of their
e to also exposure to domestic violence as children
----- . create a significant negative economic
20004 abuse children impact on society at large.

in the household.

Child Abuse is
There is often a link between domestic Preventable
violence and child abuse. )

Children exposed to violence in

the home were 15 times Never discipline
. your children
more likely when you are

to be physically and/or upset.

sexually assaulted than

4 Understand that words can hurt and
the national average.

have long lasting effects.

Use your words and actions to
Exposure to domestic violence as show children and other adults how
a child increases the risk of poor to resolve conflicts and communicate

with ing harm.
outcomes as an adult. thout causing ha

Domestic Violence may be Examine your own behavior and be

the single major precursor to a good role model. Teach children
fatalities that they have a right to be safe from

harm and that abuse is not their fault.

from child abuse
and neglect in
the

United States.

We helped 250
children of our clients
through our legal
advocacy in 2025.

Domestic

buse
Legal Advocacy
Center,psc
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2025 IMPACT

Provided legal services to:

Community members reached: 8,500+

2 50 children legally represented through their parent

Value of donated services by our volunteer attorneys:

$561,657.00

$244,265.23

Our 10 Year Impact 2016-2025)

Community members reached: Provided legal services to:

30,000+

Value of donated services by our volunteer attorneys:

$1,986,458.00

$777,174.61

Your financial support fills
these critical needs.
Thank youl!
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

2025 INCOME

Corporate Contributions Foundation Contribution
$46,053.75|5.7% $26,500.00 | 3.28%

Individual Contributions Gifts in Kind - Legal Services
$171,711.48 | 21.25% $561,656.50 | 69.52%

Donated Stock Miscellaneous Other Revenue

$0| 0% $1,980.26 | 0.25%

Administrative Expenses Development & Fundraising Expenses
$13,725.42 | 1.70% $23,531.07 | 2.91%

Program Expenses - Legal Fees Other Program Expenses
$693,830.27 | 86% $75,678.91 | 9.38%

2025 INCOME o tons

SUMMARY il
FINANCIALS

Individual
ASSETS

Contributions

Cash $49,072.96
Investments $50,833.03 Other Program
TOTAL ASSETS $99,905.99 EX P E N S E S Expenses
X Development
LlABILITIES & Fundraising
Expenses
Liabilities 0.00

Administrative

EQU |TY Expenses

Restricted Net Assets-Empower $50,000.00 Program Expenses -
Unrestricted Net Assets $49,905.99 Legal Fees
TOTAL EQUITY $99,905.99
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Wishing Tree

We focus holistically on our clients’ needs through a trauma-
informed lens. We use donated gift cards so that our clients can
meet their most basic needs.

If a client does not have funds to purchase
necessary supplies like diapers or food, not only
does that affect their mental health, but it leaves a
client unable to focus on their legal issues.

The donated gift cards, which must be purchased by the donor
directly from the gift card vendor, are an important part of our
mission. Please consider purchasing gift cards throughout the year
so that our clients can meet their most basic needs.
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Your financial support
fills this critical need.
Learn more.

Donate today!



You Matter

It is important to make time for yourself — Self-care. Your brain

has the ability to heal and change, which can help reverse some
of the effects of trauma and restore a sense of safety.

Examples of Self-Care

Crafting Mocktails: The creativity of finding the perfect combination of ingredients and
savoring the delicious taste of a well-crafted, palate-pleasing mocktail can bring you into
a form of mindful engagement that rests the brain while keeping it active and healthy.

Listening to Music: Listening to music can reduce anxiety, blood pressure, and pain and
improve sleep quality, mood, mental alertness, and memory.

Poetry: Poetry can help you process difficult emotions creatively, help you relax, and
encourage self-reflection that leads to a deeper understanding of yourself and the world
around you.

i) &g

Expressing gratitude: Expressing gratitude calms the mind, keeps you grounded, and
increases resilience, regardless of time or place.

Act of Kindness: Every simple act of kindness can reduce stress, contribute to boosting
your mood, and counter isolation.

Worry Musing: The physical act of burning a worry on paper provides a powerful, cathartic
release and moves abstract worries from your mind to free up mental resources and reduce
obsessive thinking.

I @ @2

Journaling: Journaling provides an outlet for emotional release, increases self-awareness,
and helps to identify thought patterns.

Flower Arranging: Flower arranging fosters a connection with nature, offers a sense of
control, and provides a mindful, creative outlet, which aids in emotional well-being.

Community Mural: A community mural fosters belonging, reduces isolation, builds self-
esteem, and allows for shared creative expression that encourages dialogue and collective
pride.

Mindfulness: Mindfulness is being present without judgement. Benefits of mindfulness
include reduced depression & anxiety; greater relationship satisfaction; improved memory;
improved focus & processing speed; reduced rumination; improved ability to adapt to
stressful situations; improved emotion management.

0 0 &)
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Thank YOU to Our 2025 Donors

AAML Foundation
Aaron Loveland
Abigail Ball
Adam Wadd
Adeya Richmond
Alacrity Insurance Partners LLC
Alex Harker & Victoria Carrier
Alloy Welding Manufacturing Inc
Amanda Olson
American Online Giving Foundation, Inc
Amy Fine & Mark Fine
Amy Olson
Andre Leavitt
Angelia Sandifer
Angelina Mahalingam
April Cedillo
Assisted Living Locators
Atticus Family Law
B H Semler Family Fund
Bank Cherokee
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Barb Lau
Barb Wilcziek
Bassema Alsabbagh
Blair C. Rumble
Brian Decker
Brynn Alden Interior Design, LLC
Camry Fielders
Catherine Barnett Wilson
Charlie Mitchell
Christina & Steven Weishalla
Christine King
Christine Schmidt
Christopher Shuck
Claire Rauls
Classy Threads of Minnesota LLC
Courtney Ruiz
Curtis & Becky Meverden
Cybergrants
Katrina Carrier
Dan Nemeth
Dana Ellis
Daniel Higgins
Daniel Larson
Danielle La Selva
David Plumbo
Debra Huddleston & Justin Ernst
Decoro Law Office, PLLC
Edge Home Finance
Eileen E. Fringer
Elizabeth Lasarev
Ellis International
Emily Hanson
Eric & Holly Samshal
Erin Benedict
Esme Miranda
Evon M. Spangler
Eyes On The Horizon Consulting, LLC
Fern & Flame Studio
Flannery Construction
Gary Erlander
Gary Seelen
Genesis Financial & Tax Solutions
George De Stefano

Gina Lemon
Glory Ramsey
Grace Sawatzke
Grant W. Hutchins
Gwen Salisbury Myers
Heather Morgan
Heidi Gesell
Henry Forde
Highland Bank
Honsa-Binder Printing, Inc.
Howard Patchin
Infinite Youth Medical Spa, L.L.C.
Innovative Handling Solutions LLC
Irena Nelson
Jack Simonett
Jacob Simonett
Jacquelyn Fletcher
James P Leary Jr
Jeannette Drier
Jeff Kraus
Jennifer Bisch
Jennifer Leary
Jessica Palmer-Denig
Jill Frey
Jodi Tagessen
Jody McDonough
John & Kim Blair
John A Knutson & Co., PLLP
Joy Szondy
JP Leary
Jules Witcoff
Karen Olson
Karla Larson
Karla Santiago-Rodriquez
Kate Shannon
Kathryne Stuempert
Katrina Carrier
Katrina DeWit - Engel & Vélkers Minneapolis
Kayla Kaufmann
Kelsey Kelley
Kelsie L. Leof
Kera K. Messinger
Kevin Sullivan
Kimberly Turner-Rush
Kingford & Maria Bavender
Kristin Bendixen
Kurt Mazur
Lance & Sandra Poitras
Lathrop GPM
Lathrop GPM Foundation
Laurie Phillips
Lighthouse Wealth Management Group
Link Interpret, LLC
Maguire Agency
Mai See Thao
Maria Mancilla-Diaz
Marjorie Steplight
Mary Jane Eaves Raich
Mason Properties, LLC
Mastel’s Health Foods
Matthew Kulseth
Matthew Ludt
Medtronic
Mel Krug

Melissa Ortega
Michael Freeman
Milestone Mental Health PSC
Minneapolis City of Lakes Rotary Foundation
Minnesota State Bar Foundation
Morgan Law & Mediation LLC
National Philanthropic Trust
New York Life
Old National Bancorp
Olson Companies Inc.
Patrick Walsh
Peggy J Meader
Perennial Financial Services
Perry M. de Stefano
Rachel Peters
Rachel Schromen
Ramsey County Bar Foundation
Regan Nix
Rochlin Law Firm LTD
Roseann Schromen
Roya Moltaji
Sabine Benda
Saint Paul & MN Foundation
Saint Paul Jaycees Charitable Foundation
Saint Timothy Lutheran Church
Samsara Foundation
Samuel & Kelsie Leof
Sandra A. Brick
Sandra Poitras
Sandra Ramsay
Sarah & Lucas Anderson
Sarah Anderson
SB Swanson Insurance Agency LLC
Schromen Law, LLC
Selina Martire - State Farm
Sendoff LLC
Shannon Goecke-Watson
Shannon Marting
Sharon Jones
Shawnah Marie
Sonya Talarico-Wennberg
Spangler and de Stefano, PLLP
Stephen DeStefano
Steven & Emily McMahon
Strategic Assets Solutions Inc.
Strategic Visionaries, LLC
Sue Brown
Susan K. Gaither & David K. Gaither
Susan Dickel Minsberg Attorney at Law
Taylor Nadler
The Leary Group
Thompson Hine LLP
Time Travels, Inc.
Tineka Kurth
Tradition Capital Bank
Trenda Boyum
Trust Point
Twila Johnson
Van Clemens Accounting Assoc.
Van Meter Inc.
Wells Fargo Foundation
Whitney Wealth Group
Will Davis
Womens Foundation MN

DALAC strives to accurately acknowledge its donors.

Please accept our apologies if we have inadvertently omitted your name or made any other errors.
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Domestic Abuse Legal Advocacy Center, esc
is committed to empowering victims-survivors
of domestic abuse through legal advocacy.

Legal advocacy empowers.
Legal advocacy is critical action.
Legal advocacy can help redefine personal safety and security.
Legal advocacy is integral in overcoming traumatic experiences.

Legal advocacy ultimately leads to breaking the cycle of
domestic abuse.

For 10 years, through legal advocacy provided by dozens of volunteer attorneys, and since 2024
through legal advocacy provided by one staff attorney, DALAC has helped resolve legal issues for

hundreds of shelter residents and their children who have fled domestic violence.

Please join us in transforming the lives of
domestic violence victims-survivors.
Your financial support fills this critical need.

Please add 3% to your donation to cover the cost of the credit card transaction.
Send checks to DALAC, 962 St. Clair Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105.
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